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(7) ABSTRACT

A digital image capturing device which communicates
through an input/output interface with an external process-
ing device which monitors and/or controls the camera. The
image capturing device communicates with the external
device in order to output status information to the external
device, receive commands from the external device and to
transfer images and sound between the image capturing
device and the external device. Various parameters describ-
ing the state of the image capturing device are transmitted to
the external device including characteristics of the captured
images, whether the flash is ready, the state of the device
battery, whether the memory is full, or the parameters used
when capturing images. The commands which can be sent
from the external device to the image capturing device
include commands to change any of the parameters of the
image capturing device and a command to capture an image
or a series of images, and whether or not sound is recorded.
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